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Competition:  
A call for courtesy
Inspired by the joint adverts released by two political 
opponents in Utah, students were challenged to 
create a campaign to encourage people to show 
respect when they disagree with others.
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Autumn 2020 saw America’s presidential 
election race in full swing and, as always, 
it captured the world’s attention. In the 
run-up to election day, Burnet News Club 
students learnt about the two candidates 
and explored where power lies: who can 
become president, who can vote and 
whether some people’s votes are more 
powerful than others’. 

On the Hub, they followed the twists and 
turns of the race all the way to November 
3rd. In this edition of Hub Highlights 
we showcase a selection of the best 
contributions on this timely topic.

comfortable_chemistry

An interview with an  
American citizen

PRIMARY SCHOOL
Michael Faraday School

Name: Kim Ji-Hoon, 19,  
student at Harvey Mudd College*

In my opinion, immigration is an important issue 
because my parents were immigrants from South 
Korea. Hearing their experiences settling in America 
has inspired me to make a change and to put an end 
to stigma about immigrants.

How do you feel about tomorrow’s election?
I am quite nervous after 2016 when Hillary Clinton 

was in the lead but Donald Trump ended up winning. 
It would sadden me if Trump was re-elected because 
his presidency has been ineffective and hasn’t helped 
the country. If Biden wins, America would have 
another chance to improve.

How powerful do you think your vote is?
I believe my vote counts, but it isn’t very powerful 

because there are millions of other people who are 
also making the same choices as me. I usually think 
to myself, “how does one tiny vote make a difference?” 
but it still matters because it’s a way to get your voice 
across in society. The voting system in America is 
definitely flawed due to the electoral vote leading 
rather than the popular vote deciding the winner. The 
electoral college system means our voices are being 
held captive.  

*a fictional character created by comfortable_chemistry

SEE EDITOR’S PICKS
bit.ly/EP-Election

consistent_starfruit
Michael Faraday School

In life, it is totally normal for people to have 
different views on several matters. It is these 
differences which make each of us unique and 
hence creative. Consequently, communities are 
rich with skilful and talented individuals who 
undoubtedly contribute to a thriving society. 

Being disrespectful to someone may also offend 
those who hold the same view as them. As a 
result you may be to blame for creating a rift 
because, either intentionally or unintentionally, 
your inflammable words might incite hate 
among members of the community and 
engender a rift or division.

http://bit.ly/EP-Election


Should the electoral college 
system be changed?

Comments

storytelling_king
Boutcher C of E Primary School  

Yes, for two reasons. Firstly, many people will 
lose interest in politics if they do not feel their 
opinion is being heard. For example, if a voter 
in Wyoming (a state with three electoral college 
votes) feels strongly about a candidate, they 
may feel their state’s votes will not make much 
difference in the race. Secondly, if California 
(with 55 electoral votes) is won by a small margin, 
all the points would be given to one candidate, 
which gives them a big advantage in the electoral 
college in a close race.

eager_reflection
Cheam Park Farm Primary 

The electoral college causes candidates to be 
clever in their campaigning. Because some people 
in Texas were concerned about immigration, 
Donald Trump promised to build a wall to 
persuade Texans to vote for him. Personally, 
I think that electoral points should be altered 
slightly, but not abolished. I think the state’s 
electoral college votes should be split between 
the candidates to reflect the percentage of the 
vote they gained. 

Alicia Sams, documentary filmmaker
Expert

I think the electoral college system is antiquated. 
Given the size of this country, to have a president 
able to be elected at potentially a five million vote 
deficit isn’t fair. Coming up with an alternative 
is difficult and we have a lot to do to work on our 
system.
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EXPERT RESPONSES 
bit.ly/ExpertsElection

THE EXPERT VIEW 
Best of the questions

devoted_jambul 
Lyons Hall Primary School
to Reggie Love, former personal aide 
to Barack Obama

What was the moment you hold 
most dear from your time with  
the president?

compelling_cheetah 
Streatham Wells Primary School
to Adam Roberts, journalist for  
The Economist

Do you think Donald Trump has 
actually committed any crimes?

ingenious_forest 
Faringdon Community College
to Angie Drobnic Holan,  
Editor-in-Chief of Politifact

Have you ever called something 
false when it was later revealed  
to be fact?

buzzing_morning 
Braiswick Primary School
to Alicia Sams, documentary 
filmmaker

Do you think having a female 
president would be good for 
America?

upbeat_acorn 
Birchwood Primary School
to Commissioner Ellen L. Weintraub, 
Federal Election Commission

What is the most money ever spent 
on a campaign?

selfassured_journalist 
Manor Park Primary Academy
to Anita McBride, former Chief of 
Staff to First Lady Laura Bush

Which events stood out from the time 
you worked at The White House?

  See all expert responses and what  
students said they learnt from them

http://bit.ly/ExpertsElection
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jovial_eel

Truth, facts and transparency

PRIMARY SCHOOL
Lyons Hall Primary School

I  THINK presidential candidates should be truthful, 
accurate and honest in the statements they make. 

Their words can influence how people cast their vote.

“I’m back because I am a perfect physical  
specimen and I’m extremely young.  
And so I’m lucky in that way.”  
Donald Trump after recovering from covid-19.

This could mislead the electorate because Donald 
Trump is overweight. People might think that if 
they’re also overweight then they will also recover 
quickly. Furthermore, some experts have estimated 
that his treatment cost over $1m. He has also had the 
best care: according to The Guardian, hospitals in the 
American west charge a median fee of approximately 
$93,000 for patients of Trump’s age group. 

(Covid has taken) “more lives this year than any 
other year for the past 100 years.”  
Joe Biden at a campaign event in Pittsburgh.

At the time of writing, there have been around 
227,000 deaths from covid-19. People hearing this 
statement might see covid-19 as a pandemic that has 
killed more people this year than anything else in 
the last 100 years. However, in 2018 there were over 
2.8m deaths from non-covid-19 causes, according 
to the Popular Reference Bureau. The inaccuracy of 
Joe Biden’s statement could cause a climate of fear 
and uncertainty where voters could blame Donald 
Trump. That’s not to say things couldn’t have been 
done better but politicians should verify the facts in 
their statements and correct themselves publicly if 
they misspoke. 

Comments

insightful_orca
Ormiston Bushfield Academy  

I have learned that it is important to make sure 
that the information you see is true. The news that 
you hear can impact your vote and could possibly 
persuade you to think a negative way towards one 
of the candidates. I also learnt that people use fake 
news to jeopardise the election which can affect 
everyone who is voting.

Trump vs Biden debates:  
what did you think? 

Comments

unique_tangerine
Boutcher C of E Primary School    

I think that they were both acting like children. 
While I understand they are competing, if I was an 
18-year-old American I wouldn’t vote for two people 
who alienate the voters they are competing for and 
insult each other immaturely.

Jonathan Hooker @ KPMG
Expert

Hi unique_tangerine, thanks for your thoughtful 
comment. Given that this is really the only choice 
that voters have in this election, what do you think 
18-year-old Americans should do if they feel the same 
as you do?

unique_tangerine
Boutcher C of E Primary School   

Thank you for taking the time to read and reply to my 
comment. I think that they should vote for whoever 
decided to be the bigger person as this is a sign that 
they are responsible enough to rule the country. Voters 
should also look back on both of the competitors’ 
campaigns and make judgments based on that. 

careful_science
Faringdon Community College  

Both candidates were constantly interrupting each 
other and at one point moderator Chris Wallace had 
to say “gentlemen, I hate to raise my voice but why 
should I be different from the two of you?”

READ MORE 
bit.ly/US-Debate

http://bit.ly/US-Debate

