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1–HOUR LESSON

VACCINE
PASSPORTS



ABOUT THIS RESOURCE
Objective  To explore the arguments for and against vaccine passports

Using a passport to enter a foreign country is the norm, so what  
about adding a “vaccine passport” to the list of entry requirements –  
a document that shows your covid-19 vaccination status? In this 
session, students will consider questions like: are vaccine passports 
fair? Should they be law? And should you need to prove whether 
you’ve had your vaccination to enter public places?

STEP 7
I speak engagingly 
by using facts 
and examples to 
support my points

STEP 11
I listen critically and 
compare different 
perspectives

STEP 1
I imagine different 
situations and can say 
what I imagine

STEP 5
I explore problems by 
thinking about the pros 
and cons of possible 
solutions

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
This session focuses on the following  
UN Sustainable Development Goal 

For more information, look here:  
sdgs.un.org/goals

TOPICAL TALK SKILLS
This session provides opportunities for students to practise the 
following critical-thinking and communication skills, which are 
important for understanding and discussing current affairs. 

We break skills down into steps for progression.  
Download our skills poster: bit.ly/SkillsPoster

THIS SESSION’S SKILL FOCUS

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS
Tweet us with news of your discussions as you  
work through the session!

@Econ_Foundation 
#TopicalTalkHeadlines

Before the session you will need to:
- Print the TEACHER Instructions
-  Print and copy the STUDENT Chat mat,  

enough for one between four
-  Have some pairs of scissors to hand 

VACCINE PASSPORTS

https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://bit.ly/SkillsPoster


Give students 
two minutes to 
work through the 
SPEEDY SKILLS 
REVIEW.

ACTIVITY ONERead the following information to the class and pause to 
discuss the questions.

To go to a foreign country, you need your passport.  
This proves who you are and where you are from. If you 
forget it, you won’t be allowed to enter. That seems fair,  
and it’s the law.

Pause to discuss: Are there any exceptions?  
Should people ever be allowed to enter a country 
without a passport?

What about taking your “vaccine passport” with you too? 
A special document to show that  you’ve been vaccinated 
against covid-19. If you don’t have it, you might not be 
allowed to enter another country. Does that seem fair?  
And should it be law?

Pause to discuss.

And what if you need this special passport in your own 
country – to enter the cinema, a sporting event or your 
workplace? Would you be happy to carry this passport?  
Does it seem fair? And should it be law?

Pause to discuss.

A “vaccine passport”, to show that you have been vaccinated 
against covid-19, is being debated by governments in lots of 
countries. France, China and Israel have already begun using 
this type of system. The idea is that they will make you safer. 
Vaccinations cut the risks to people's health and are proven 
to reduce the amount that covid-19 is passed from one 
person to another. It will also reward vaccinated people by 
letting them return to a life that feels nearly normal.

Should vaccine passports be put in place where we live? 
Take a yes/no class vote.

Hand out the Chat mats, one between four. As a group of 
four, students should complete ACTIVITY ONE. 

Afterwards, ask: what assumptions have we made about 
these characters?

ACTIVITY TWO

Students should cut out and rearrange the arguments  
into two columns - “for” and “against” vaccine passports.  
Ask: do any fit into both columns? They should add one 
argument to each side in the blank boxes. Within the columns, 
ask them to order the arguments from best  
to worst.

Split the class into two large groups and assign one group “for” 
and the other “against”. Hold a debate about whether vaccine 
passports should be compulsory. In round one, students 
should debate using the passports internationally. In round 
two, they should debate using them domestically. Students 
should try to elaborate on the points on the sheet with their 
own examples, and can add in arguments inspired from the 
different perspectives in ACTIVITY ONE. 

Take two final yes/no votes: 

1. Should vaccine passports be required internationally?
2. Should vaccine passports be required domestically?

Ask students who have changed their minds to explain  
their reasons.

Give time for students to discuss the THINKING QUESTIONS 
on their Chat mat. 

       SPEEDY SKILLS REVIEW

TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS



Which skills have you used 
in these activities?

       SPEEDY SKILLS REVIEW

ACTIVITY ONE

Discuss these with a 
partner
• For vaccine passports 

to work, do all countries 
need to agree on the 
same approach?

• If one country wants  
to make vaccine 
passports required to 
enter their country,  
is that their right?

• Are there any better 
alternatives to vaccine 
passports?

       THINKING QUESTIONS

        KEYWORDS

1.   VACCINATION 
= when a vaccine is 
given to help the body 
develop protection from 
a disease 

2.   EXEMPT 
= when you are free 
from something that 
other people have to do 
or have

1.    Read through the four different characters. Each 
person in your group should choose one character. 

2.    Each person should answer the questions on the  
diagram from the perspective of their character.  
Try to complete each answer using the word “because”. 
Try to put yourself in the position of your character, but 
there are no right or wrong answers in this activity. 

More people would  
get the vaccine.

Data about where you 
have been could be 

stolen or used without 
your permission.

It would reduce the 
spread of covid-19.

Some systems let you 
show a negative test 

result or say if you are 
medically exempt from 

the vaccine, so you don’t 
have to have had it.

If different countries 
have different rules, it 
could confuse people.

Fraudsters  
might develop illegal 

“fake” passports.

This type of passport 
isn’t new. The “Yellow 
Card” was first issued 
in 1951. It shows you 
have been vaccinated 

against certain diseases, 
like yellow fever, and is 
needed to enter some 
countries to stop the 
spread of the disease.

It could create a  
“two-tier” system  

where people who 
haven’t been vaccinated 

are discriminated 
against.

Some countries 
require children to be 

vaccinated against 
certain infectious 

diseases before they  
can start school.

Vaccination will take 
the longest in poor 
countries and it will 
be hardest to set up 
a system of “vaccine 

passports” for the 
people that live there.

Have you been vaccinated?

Would you feel safe 
around people who 
were unvaccinated 
in your workplace?

Would there be 
more risks or 

benefits if your 
country had vaccine 

passports?

NO 
because

YES 
because

NO 
because

YES 
because

YES 
because

MORE 
RISKS 

because

MORE 
BENEFITS 
because

Would you feel safe 
around people who 
were unvaccinated 
at a social event?

Have you had 
the option to be 

vaccinated?

Would a vaccine 
passport give 

people more or less 
freedom?

Would you be happy 
for your vaccine 

passport to share 
data about your with 

the government?

NO 
because

NO 
because

YES 
because

LESS 
because

MORE 
because

UNHAPPY 
because

HAPPY 
because
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You are a 60-year old who lives 
in America. You have a long-term 
medical condition that means you 

are at very high-risk of catching 
covid-19 but you are keen for life 

to return to “normal”.  Your medical 
condition means you are exempt 

from the vaccine.

You are a 20-year old office worker 
in China. You enjoy socialising 

with your friends and travelling 
the world. You were vaccinated in 

April 2021.

You are a human rights campaigner 
in Britain. You are concerned that 
the vaccine is unsafe and do not 

think people should have to have 
it. You think the government is 

interfering with people’s lives. You 
have not been vaccinated. 

You live in a country where a 
large number of people have died 
from covid-19. It is hard to get the 
vaccine due to a lack of supplies. 
You were vaccinated before the 
shortages but you are worried 

about when there will be enough 
doses to vaccinate the  

whole community.

Do you think vaccine passports are fair?

STUDENT CHAT MAT


