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The world is facing a climate crisis.  
In November, world leaders met at 
COP26 in Glasgow to discuss what to do. 
What decisions were on the table? Who 
will be affected by them? And which 
perspectives should have been involved 
in the decision-making process?

Between August and October, students 
shared their opinions on the Student Hub 
about which voices should be heard in 
these important discussions. 

In this edition of Hub Highlights we 
showcase some of the best contributions 
on this topic.

THE EXPERT VIEW 
Best of the questions

enchanted_turkey, School of 
Excellence Sector-23 Rohini, India
asked Hernán Payaguaje, founding 
member of the Ceibo Alliance

How does the world respond to your 
alliance’s involvement in decision-
making at international level?

bright_grape, Mymensingh Girls 
Cadet College, Bangladesh
asked Shaama Sandooyea, marine 
biologist and climate activist

How can we change adults’ perspectives 
and make them truly understand the 
need to speak up?

charming_wolf, Joypurhat Girls Cadet 
College, Bangladesh
asked Al Gore, former vice president of 
America 

What makes some governments make 
shortsighted investments in technology 
that is bad for the environment, instead 
of long-term investment in protecting 
the environment? 

warm_butterfly, Islamabad Model 
School for Girls, Pakistan
asked Dhruti Chakravarthi, Climate 
Reality Leader who represented India

Do all countries agree that decisions 
should be taken against climate change?

trustworthy_orangutan

I’m a proud, brown female

BANGLADESH
Mymensingh Girls Cadet College

This post raised some important questions about racism and 
gender equality, by discussing the experiences of Student 
Hub expert and climate activist, Shaama Sandooyea.

FROM MY upbringings and surroundings, and from 
what I’ve experienced, we live in a society where 

men always play the dominant role – where women 
are silenced even before they have expressed their 
opinion. I’m a proud, brown female and I’ve learned 
the values and ethos to be a leader, not to be silenced. 
But how many ‘brown female voices’ are there? 

I questioned Shaama Sandooyea, the world’s first 
underwater climate-strike activist, about her struggle 
and she answered: “There are mostly men within the 
climate-related and ocean-related discussions in 
Mauritius, so it’s harder to be heard because they are 
“the experts”. I was sometimes harassed by the local 
authorities... because I am a young woman, they 
would try to intimidate me. But thankfully, I know 
my rights as a citizen. The subtle barriers are also 
about the privileges I do not have as a brown female – 
but it is okay – I consider myself still more privileged 
than many people.”

From COP26 I’ve learned the importance of group 
work, the importance of awareness and the problems 
of the world – but brown females are overlooked. 
Everyone is talking about inclusivity and providing 
equal resources to people to help with the climate 
crisis, but no one is talking about the main barriers 
to inclusivity: inequality and racism. We need to 
address these problems before it’s too late. It’s high 
time women became a voice, not an echo. 

Some entries have been edited for clarity.
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supportive_tradition

Young people & the climate crisis

OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORY
Rafah Prep B Girls School

Supportive_tradition got students thinking about what  
they could do to help slow climate change.

YOUNG PEOPLE around the world are the guardians 
of the future and therefore have an important 

role in shaping it – but the climate crisis is looming. 
In the past few years, there has been an important 
shift in how young people are viewed. Millions of 
young people around the world have expressed their 
concerns about climate change and they are being 
listened to more than ever. 

Young people continue to inspire with their 
passion and creative innovation in tackling the 
climate crisis. However, in many places there is not 
enough education on climate change and not enough 
urgency. 

So what could young people do to help the climate 
crisis? 

Comments

buzzing_wallaby
Futures Hurghada Language School, Egypt

We all know that social media has power. These 
platforms can work as tools to help educate more 
people. For example, the youth could use their 
online presence to the planet’s advantage – an 
easily-digestible post with accurate information 
could do wonders.

healthy_antelope
Beit Hanoun Prep Girls A School, Occupied 
Palestinian Territory

If young people are encouraged to bring out their 
creativity, they will. Therefore, governments 
should ask young people to come up with 
solutions for environmental problems. Young 
celebrities could also play an important role by 
raising awareness.

miraculous_beetle
Faujdarhat Cadet College, Bangladesh

The problem here in my country is that the 
young people are sometimes discouraged from 
expressing their opinion – but I think my country 
isn’t the only place where this problem prevails. 
I suggest that, instead of waiting for the young 
people to pass on their opinions to decision-
makers, young people should be approached. This 
would give them a better space for expressing 
their thoughts and remove their fear of criticism.

empowered_climate

Climate change  
from the  
perspective  
of a developing  
country

BANGLADESH
Barishal Cadet College

COP26 challenged world leaders to find solutions to the 
climate crisis – but will the same things work for every 
country? Empowered_climate suggested how developing 
countries should be supported. 

AS A developing agricultural society with a high 
population density, my country will struggle 

to create large forests, as we need to support the 
growing population. A developing country also 
doesn’t have resources to rebuild every city to be more 
sustainable. Reducing carbon emissions will also be 
very difficult, if not impossible, for countries like 
mine, who are developing and have an agriculture-
dependent economy that is reliant on fossil fuels.

We need to change the above scenario. Countries 
that are able to should switch to renewable energy 
but I also think they should help to improve 
infrastructure in developing countries so that they 
can start their transition to renewable energy too. 

Comments

Expert: Lily @ KPMG
empowered_climate you raised a very interesting 
point about the difficulty of increasing green 
spaces in densely populated areas. You inspired 
me to research public green space for cities, 
which I encourage you to also do, as it proved 
to be quite interesting. Regardless, I agree that 
different cities need different solutions!

insightful_starfish
Shouka Prep Girls School, Occupied Palestinian 
Territory

Why should only the government take 
responsibility for climate reform to solve these 
issues? Instead we should put the average person 
into the spotlight by telling them how bad the 
climate situation is. People should be educated 
so that we can achieve cooperation between 
countries, cities, states, and businesses and take 
ambitious actions towards achieving net-zero 
emissions.
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fabulous_radio
R A J S H A H I  C A D E T  C O L L E G E , 
B A N G L A D E S H

on the Pandora 
papers

One way that democratic societies can hold 
these people accountable is by eliminating 
corrupt politicians in the next election.  
I know this is not as easy as it seems for many 
countries in the world. But if society is aware 
of how it needs to improve and cooperates 
against corruption, it is possible.

supportive_tradition
R A FA H  P R E P B  G I R L S S C H O O L ,  
O C C U P I E D PA L E S T I N I A N  T E R R I TO RY

on press freedom
Freedom of press and the media are a 
prerequisite for freedom of expression, 
democracy and the building of societies. 
I think ministers and presidents should 

provide opportunities for 
journalists, community 
representatives, authorities 
and the public to discuss any 
emerging challenges to press 
freedom and work with them 
to find solutions.

proactive_politics
M Y M E N S I N G H G I R L S C A D E T 
C O L L E G E ,  B A N G L A D E S H

on cryptocurrencies
The covid-19 pandemic has pushed the 
world towards an online lifestyle and I 
think that cryptocurrencies might just join 
the ever-growing list of things that will be 
normalised in future. This is why I think 
governments should try to cooperate to 
make the technologies needed for using 
cryptocurrencies – and only then proceed 
with its use as legal tender in their countries.

excellent_solution
C H E A M F I E L D S P R I M A RY 
AC A D E M Y,  U K

on the carbon 
footprint of food
I think that a way to reduce greenhouse gases 
when growing food is to start producing food 
more locally and have a limit on the amount 
countries get from overseas. Swapping meat 
for plant-based options is one of the biggest 
ways to cut your carbon footprint from food.

In other news... 
The Student Hub also provides a place for students to discuss the latest Headlines. 

Here are some of the highlights.

S E P T E M B E R  17 T H  2 02 1

Objective: to explore the pros and cons of crypto-currencies and discuss the new 

Bitcoin law in El Salvador
Key questions: what are crypto-currencies? Is the new Bitcoin law in El Salvador 

a good thing or a bad thing? How might El Salvador’s experience affect the future 

of money in other countries?

Before the session you will need to:
• Print the TEACHER Instructions 
• Print and copy the STUDENT Chat mat, enough for one between three 

• Have a ball or something to throw and catch to hand 

• Have scissors to hand, enough for one pair between threeTHIS SESSION DEVELOPS

STEP 7I speak engagingly by using facts and examples to support my points

Skills

STEP 11I listen critically and compare different perspectives
STEP 9I develop ideas by asking myself questions

STEP 7I explore complex problems by building my understanding through research
To learn more about the Topical Talk skills, look here: bit.ly/TopicalTalkSkills

Sustainable Development Goal 
For more information, look here:  sdgs.un.org/goals

1 - HOUR LESSON

SHARE YOUR  THOUGHTS  @Econ_Foundation #TopicalTalkHeadlines

BITCOIN
IN EL SALVADOR

ABOUT THIS SESSION

N O V E M B E R  5 T H  2 02 1

Before the session you will need to:
• Print the TEACHER Instructions 
• Print and copy the STUDENT Chat mat, enough for one between three 

• Have the Greenhouse gases per serving and Greener choices ready to display on screenTHIS SESSION DEVELOPS

To learn more about the Topical Talk skills, look here: bit.ly/TopicalTalkSkills

Skills

STEP 5I speak effectively by using appropriate language

STEP 8I show I am listening by summarising or rephrasing what I have heard

STEP 4I generate ideas to improve something

STEP 7I explore complex problems by building my understanding through research

Objective: to explore the amount of greenhouse-gas emissions produced by 

different foods, and use this to discuss how to make greener choices

Key questions: which foods produce the most greenhouse-gas emissions? 

Should any foods be banned to help the climate? What greener food choices 

could people make?

ABOUT THIS SESSION

1 - HOUR LESSON

FOOD:
GREENER CHOICES

Sustainable Development Goals 
For more information, look here:  
sdgs.un.org/goals

SHARE YOUR  THOUGHTS  @Econ_Foundation #TopicalTalkHeadlines

These teaching resources  are supported by:

The Economist Educational Foundation 
maintained full editorial control

O CTO B E R  2 2 N D  2 02 1

Before the session you will need to:

• Print the TEACHER Instructions 

• Print and copy the STUDENT Chat mat, enough for one between three 

• Print and copy the Map, enough for one between three OR display it on screen 

• Print the Posters

To learn more about the Topical Talk skills, look here: bit.ly/TopicalTalkSkills

THIS SESSION DEVELOPS

Skills

STEP 3

I speak effectively 

by making points in 

a logical order

STEP 12

I listen critically 

and think about 

where differences in 

perspectives come from

STEP 4

I generate ideas 

to improve 

something
STEP 8

I explore complex 

problems by 

analysing their 

causes and effects

Sustainable Development Goals 

For more information, look here:  

sdgs.un.org/goals

Objective: to understand why it is important that journalists have freedom and discuss 

why the Nobel Peace Prize for 2021 was given to two journalists

Key questions: who might want to control what journalists report? How much freedom 

do journalists have in different countries? Why did two journalists win the Nobel Peace 

Prize for 2021?

ABOUT THIS SESSION

1 - HOUR LESSON

SHARE YOUR  

THOUGHTS  

@Econ_Foundation 

#TopicalTalkHeadlines
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Before the session you will need to:
• Print the TEACHER Instructions 
• Print and copy the STUDENT Chat mat, enough for one between three • Print the Story

To learn more about the Topical Talk skills, look here: bit.ly/TopicalTalkSkills

THIS SESSION DEVELOPS

Skills

STEP 7
I speak engagingly 
by using facts and 

examples to support 
my points

STEP 13
I listen critically and 

identify potential 
bias in different 

perspectives

STEP 10
I develop ideas by 

considering different 
perspectives

STEP 3
I complete tasks by 

finding information I 
need myself

Sustainable Development Goals 
For more information, look here:  
sdgs.un.org/goals

1 - HOUR LESSON

Objective: to explore how news can be presented in different ways to help people’s understanding and discuss the secrets in the Pandora papers
Key questions: how do journalists help people to understand a news story? What tools have journalists used to help explain the Pandora papers? Is it acceptable for journalists to reveal people’s secrets?

ABOUT THIS SESSION

PANDORA
PAPERS

THE

SHARE YOUR  
THOUGHTS  

@Econ_Foundation 
#TopicalTalkHeadlines


